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Abstract: The presentation covers the evolution from 4-20mA to FOUNDATION(TM)

Fieldbus. Topics also covered will be; HART and Profibus DP/PA. Attendants will be able

to have an idea of the main differences and benefits that Open Protocols offer to be able 

to make better decisions for their next investment.

Other addressed issues are: Installation, Control at the field level, segment load (data

and physical), devices that help the transition to modern field protocols, FOUNDATION

(TM) Fieldbus link active scheduler (LAS), device description (DD), field device tool and

device type management (FDT/DTM).
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One pair of wires per device

Current only represents one signal

Local configuration
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¾ Current (4-20mA):

¾ Analog Signal/Extra conversions 
involved when working in a Digital 
World

¾ Represents only one variable in 
percentage

¾ Can indicate lower of upper 
saturation 

Failure

Failure
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Standard NE-43

http://www.namur.de/index.php
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Many devices per pair of wires
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Local and Remote configuration

Vast amount of Data flowing
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